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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of this Document 

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is between National Grid Electricity Transmission Ltd 
(“National Grid”) and South East Water relating to the Development Consent Order (“DCO”) 
application for the Richborough Connection Project (the “RCP”). It has been prepared in accordance 
with the guidance

1
 published by the Department for Communities and Local Government.  

1.1.2 This SoCG has been prepared to identify matters agreed and matters currently outstanding between 
National Grid and South East Water. The SoCG will evolve as the DCO application progresses to 
submission and through examination.   

1.1.3 South East Water and National Grid will continue working towards agreeing further common ground 
where possible and this SoCG will be updated if/when appropriate.  

1.2 Approach to the SoCG 

1.2.1 This SoCG is structured as follows: 

 Section 1 provides an introduction to this SoCG and a description of its purpose. 

 Section 2 states the role of South East Water in the DCO application process and details 
consultation undertaken between National Grid and South East Water. 

 Section 3 sets out matters agreed between National Grid and South East Water. 

 Section 4 sets out matters where agreement is currently outstanding between National Grid 
and South East Water. 

 Appendix A includes the signing off sheet.  

 

. 

                                                 

 

1
 Planning Act 2008: Guidance for the examination of applications for development consent. Available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418015/examinations_guidance-
__final_for_publication.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418015/examinations_guidance-__final_for_publication.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418015/examinations_guidance-__final_for_publication.pdf
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2 CONSULTATION 

2.1 Role of South East Water in the DCO process 

2.1.1 South East Water is a statutory water undertaker which owns land in the vicinity of the RCP at Broad 
Oak, Kent. South East Water's Water Resource Management Plan 2014 identifies the site as land to 
be used to construct a new reservoir. South East Water submitted a relevant representation to the 
Examining Authority. 

2.2 Summary of consultation 

2.2.1 National Grid's position on the consultation carried out by National Grid on the way in which it has 
informed the DCO application is set out in full in the Consultation Report submitted with the DCO 
application. South East Water was included in the pre-application consultation carried out by 
National Grid.  South East Water's position on the consultation carried out is included in its letter of 
26 January 2016 previously submitted to PINS regarding the adequacy of consultation. South East 
Water have also confirmed that this issue is also dealt with in South East Water's written 
representation. 

2.2.2 This SoCG between National Grid and South East Water is based on correspondence, 
conversations, meetings, design workshops, site visits, and discussions. National Grid and South 
East Water continue to be in direct communication in respect of the DCO application and issues 
pertinent to South East Water’s interests. 

2.2.3 National Grid and South East Water have been and will continue to hold liaison meetings to discuss 
the interaction between the two projects. 

2.2.4 The most recent meeting held between National Grid and South East Water was 16th May 2016, 
followed by teleconferences on the 2nd, 9th and 23rd June. 

3 MATTERS AGREED 

3.1 Summary of current position 

3.1.1 Subject to ability to deliver the reservoir being protected South East Water has no objection to the 
principle of the RCP.  

3.1.2 Subject to the matters set out in paragraph 4.1.2 below, South East Water agrees with the project 
description for the RCP as set out in Chapter 3 of the Environmental Statement and this is not 
discussed further. 

3.2 South East Water specific matters agreed 

It has been agreed between South East Water and National Grid that: 

(a) there are numerous interfaces between the reservoir and the RCP projects; and 

(b) there will be cost impacts on the reservoir due to these interfaces. 

Additional specific matters agreed are summarised in Table 3.1: 

 

Table 3.1 

 

SoCG ID Matter Agreed Position Date Agreed 

3.1 Access Road for the RCP 
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3.1.1 Should the RCP be constructed 
as currently proposed its access 
points would need to be moved 
when the reservoir comes 
forward.  

 

National Grid will have no objection 
to SEW providing a reasonably 
acceptable alternative access road. 
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4 MATTERS CURRENTLY OUTSTANDING 

4.1 Summary of current position 

4.1.1 For the reasons detailed in South East Water's written representation and briefly summarised in the table below, South East Water’s position is that the 
reservoir is not able to co-exist with the RCP as currently proposed. National Grid’s position is that the two projects can co-exist. 

4.1.2 South East Water does not agree that undergrounding nor the route set out was sufficiently assessed and believes that as currently proposed the RCP 
would prevent the reservoir from coming forward. South East Water's position is that the RCP should follow an alternative route in the vicinity of the 
reservoir. 

4.2 South East Water specific matters currently outstanding 

4.2.1 The matters in respect of which SEW remains concerned are summarised in table 4.1 below. The table includes National Grid's comments on SEW's 
position.  

 

Table 4.1 

 

SoCG ID Matter South East Water position National Grid Position 

Whether the RCP prevents delivery of a reservoir at Broad Oak 
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4.1 Reservoir top water level SEW plans to construct a reservoir within a 
range of 32.5m AOD and 36.0m AOD top 
water level. SEW’s view is that the RCP 
should be designed to accommodate a 
reservoir with a top water level of up to 
36.0mAOD. 

The Water Resources Management Plan 
2014 supports the reservoir.  

 

 

National Grid notes that SEW aspires to 
construct a reservoir with a top water level 
of 36.0mAOD. However, SEW’s Water 
Resource Management Plan 2014 
(WRMP14) refers to a SEW reservoir which 
equates to a top water level of 32.5mAOD 
and is the maximum level agreed by Natural 
England with regard to its support of SEW’s 
proposals and WRMP14  

Nevertheless, National Grid has agreed the 
study of both a 32.5mAOD and the 
36.0mAOD top water level in assessing 
whether the reservoir and the RCP can co-
exist, and believes that a reservoir at either 
level could co-exist with the RCP. 
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4.2 Limitations on tree height Limitations on tree height within the pylon 
route corridor would limit the provision of 
high canopy trees along the Sarre Penn 
riparian corridor and within the associated 
woodland planting belts.  

This limitation together with the regular 
vegetation maintenance required would 
increase operation costs and reduce the 
effectiveness of the enhancement to 
woodland connectivity required for the 
reservoir scheme and also, linked to points 
4.3 and 4.5, would put at risk the ability of  
South East Water to comply with its 
obligations under the Water Framework 
Directive.  

 

SEW has indicated it will be looking to 
install high canopy woodland as riparian 
planting. The overhead lines will impact a 
corridor directly beneath where planting will 
be limited to shrub size.  

National Grid’s position is that connectivity 
can be achieved with lower shrubs that 
would not infringe electrical safety 
clearance.  

However, in respect of the overhead lines 
between PC8 and PC9, SEW has 
approximately a further 100m corridor to 
their land boundary to the south to create 
the high canopy habitat on top of the river 
channel corridor (up to 70m) of which the 
majority is unaffected by overhead lines. In 
respect of the overhead lines between PC9 
and PC10, SEW has approximately a 
further 280m corridor to their land boundary 
in addition to the river channel corridor.  

National Grid provided clarification to SEW 
in August 2015 on the height constraints for 
planting under and in proximity to the RCP.  

National Grid agrees that whilst it is not 
possible to achieve a continuous belt of tall 
trees, semi-continuous planting is possible 
and the ability to achieve appropriate 
species planting and mitigation is not 
compromised 
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4.3 Fish pass type and route The corridor between the dam and pylon 
PC10 does not allow sufficient space for the 
fish pass required in order for South East 
Water to comply with the Water Framework 
Directive.   

 

National Grid notes SEW’s concerns, 
however its position is that any changes to 
the design as considered by SEW would 
only be required in the event that a reservoir 
with a top water level of 36.0mAOD was 
pursued by SEW. In any event, a reservoir 
with a top level of 36.0mAOD would only 
require an adjustment to the fish pass 
alignment and there would be sufficient 
space for a fish pass in the design as 
considered by SEW – i.e. a ‘natural’ channel 
in a 10m wide corridor with a gradient of 
1v:50h (2%).  

 

4.4 Construction of the access bridge The RCP affects the construction of the 
bridge passing over the Sarre Penn River 
diversion which provides access onto the 
dam crest.  The overhead lines will pass 
over the bridge structure which will need to 
be constructed with the overhead lines in 
situ. 

This could prevent the bridge being 
provided at the required location and if it is 
possible to build the bridge as required it will 
increase construction costs significantly. 

 

National Grid accepts that there will be 
additional difficulty in constructing the 
access bridge with the overhead lines in 
situ, however it believes that this could be 
easily overcome. National Grid notes that 
the design of the bridge should ensure 
foundations are not sited directly under 
overhead lines, especially if they are piled. 
This may increase the span of the structure 
or require a small diversion of the river 
channel to avoid a longer span. However, 
there remains a number of options available 
to SEW to construct the bridge under the 
overhead line, one option being to construct 
in situ prior to excavating the ground which 
would remove the need for non height 
restricted cranes which cannot operate 
beneath overhead lines.  
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4.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diversion route alignment The existence of the RCP and the 
associated required access to the overhead 
line for its future maintenance may restrict 
the future river diversion corridor design.  

 

National Grid’s position is that minor design 
amendments can be made to the proposed 
Sarre Penn diversion to enable the two 
schemes to co-exist.  

In particular, in the event that a reservoir 
with a top water level of 32.5mAOD was 
pursued by SEW, at the location of PC9 the 
diversion channel could be relocated further 
to the north. Alternatively, in the event that a 
reservoir with a top water level of 
36.0mAOD was pursued by SEW, at the 
location of PC8 the diversion channel could 
be relocated further to the north.  

In addition to the above, slope stability 
techniques could be utilised to minimise 
excavation requirements. This will have the 
secondary benefits of reducing the total cut 
required and increasing the land available 
for riparian planting. 

At 32.5m the overhead lines would be sited 
to the south of the diversion channel, 
arrangements under easements for 
maintenance of the overhead lines would be 
unlikely to pose a difficulty. At 36m the 
overhead line is sited north of PC9, so SEW 
will need to provide maintenance area and 
access via the permanent bridge.  Neither of 
which would prevent SEW’s delivery of its 
scheme, however these arrangements 
could be reviewed to ensure that they 
remain suitable for National Grid and SEW. 
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4.6 Risk to obtaining planning 
permission 

The impacts of the RCP on the reservoir will 
significantly reduce the opportunity and 
likelihood of South East Water achieving a 
planning consent for the reservoir.   

 

National Grid does not consider there to be 
a conflict in design at present. This concern 
is not peculiar to SEW, but is a common 
concern for any developer undertaking a 
project which will take many years to 
complete. National Grid cannot anticipate 
future legislation. 

4.8 Construction risks The RCP being in situ will present a risk to 
the safety, health and environment to those 
constructing the proposed future reservoir 
scheme.  

If construction can take place, the need for 
additional management of risk controls and 
safety equipment will increase the time and 
costs of such construction works. 

 

National Grid does not consider this to be 
an issue as working in the vicinity of 
overhead lines is within the capability of a 
competent contractor. 

4.9 Planting scheme If it is possible to provide the reservoir, the 
future coordination of planting and 
maintenance of such planting required to  
meet Natural England's and the 
Environment Agency's requirements for 
mitigation planting, habitat connectivity 
screening and shading may not be possible 
within the limits of the height of NG’s 
overhead lines and if it can be achieved it 
will mean additional time and costs. 

 

 

National Grid considers that whilst it is not 
possible to achieve a continuous belt of tall 
trees, semi-continuous planting is possible 
and the ability to achieve appropriate 
species planting and mitigation is not 
compromised by the RCP. 
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APPENDIX A – SIGNING SHEET 

 

APPROVALS 

Signed  

On Behalf of  National grid electricity transmission Ltd 

Name  

Position  

Date  

  

 

APPROVALS 

Signed  

On Behalf of  South East Water 

Name  

Position  

Date  

  

 


